
Using Your Online Textbook Resources 
 
Did you know that your student’s textbook has a variety of great resources designed to make learning a 
richer, more exciting process? It does! Here are some ways your child can put that online book to better 
use. 
 
Once your student logs into the online science book, they have three options: Book Pages, eActivities 
and Student Resources. Each of these areas offer materials that can help build your child’s knowledge 
and prepare them to succeed in class. 
 
Textbook Audio 
“Audiobooks may be used with adolescent readers to improve fluency, expand vocabulary, activate 
prior knowledge, develop comprehension, and increase motivation to interact with books. Removing the 
restraints of word recognition and decoding allows a very positive focus on the meaning behind an 
author’s words.” from “Using Audiobooks to Meet the Needs of Adolescent Readers” by Gene Wolfson, 
2008 
 
Under the eActivities section, a student can listen to the text of the book. The recordings are found in the 
right-handed column under Textbook Audio. The material is broken down by section. For optimum 
comprehension, try clicking on the speaker icon to start the audio component then read the material on 
the screen under Book Pages. The audio material can be downloaded as an mp3 for later use, either 
offline or uploaded to an iPod or similar device for listening on the go. 
 
Also encourage students to click the vocabulary links on the right of the Book Pages. They will be able 
to hear the word pronounced for them. 
 
Visual Concepts 
“Students respond to information differently. Thus, it is often to our advantage as teachers to use many 
different formats and modes to teach the subject matter of a lesson… Pictures and animations help bring 
to life scientific principles, and multimedia allows students to take a more active role in learning… One 
of the advantages of using multimedia is to convey information quickly and effectively to all students – 
and keep them interested in learning.” from “Teaching Effectively with Multimedia” by Jessica E. 
Zimmer, 2003. 
 
Under eActivities are Visual Concepts on the left-handed side. These are short, interactive multimedia 
presentations focused on the main concepts on the chapter. Students can use them as an introduction to 
the materials or to review concepts. On the right-handed side is a Virtual Investigation. We will 
sometimes use this material class, but students can also use it to challenge themselves and test 
comprehension. 
 
Student Resources 
By now your student has used the materials under Student Resources. Here they can find Directed 
Reading activities, vocabulary exercises, chapter and section review materials, brain teasers and other 
items. These materials are often used for homework, but students may want to use unassigned projects to 
prepare for tests. 
 
Book Pages 
Encourage students to take the time to answer the “Reading Checks” included in the text. These short 
questions encourage comprehension and make the reading more interesting and interactive. 


